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OVERVIEWOVERVIEWOVERVIEWOVERVIEW

• Liberalization and changes in 
regulations continue to be international 
issues in gas distribution
– Integrity and safety of distribution networks 

is critical for industry reputation
– Cost control and safety drive the need to 

implement best practices internationally
– “Short-sightedness” of R& D funding could 

negatively impact our industry



THEMES

• Study Group 4.1 “Distribution Pipeline Integrity”

• Study group 4.2 “Implementation of Leading 
Practices for Construction,               
Maintenance and Operations 
of Gas Distribution Systems”

• Study group 4.3 “Role of R&D and Technology in 
Gas Distribution ”



SELECTED CONCLUSIONSSELECTED CONCLUSIONSSELECTED CONCLUSIONSSELECTED CONCLUSIONS

• Theme 1: Distribution Pipeline Integrity
Coordinator: Mel Ydreos   Canada
Vice coordinator: Jeremy Bending   UK

• Learning from transmission integrity
• Industry has been proactive in developing and 

maintaining codes & standards using risk based 
analysis

• Third party damage still main threat
• Collaborative effort by all stakeholders is necessary 

to develop any rule changes



SELECTED CONCLUSIONS  SELECTED CONCLUSIONS  SELECTED CONCLUSIONS  SELECTED CONCLUSIONS  
(CONTINUED)(CONTINUED)(CONTINUED)(CONTINUED)

• Theme 2: Theme 2: Theme 2: Theme 2: Implementation Of Leading Or Best Implementation Of Leading Or Best Implementation Of Leading Or Best Implementation Of Leading Or Best 
Practices Practices Practices Practices 

• Coordinator: Jorge Doumanian   Argentina
• Vice Coordinator: Fergal Geoghegan   Ireland

• Liberalization and regulation changes drive cost effectiveness
• In general best practices are used to:

-Improve safety
-Improve service quality
-Improve cost effectiveness

• Leading companies had similar & proactive strategies



SELECTED CONCLUSIONS SELECTED CONCLUSIONS SELECTED CONCLUSIONS SELECTED CONCLUSIONS 
(CONTINUED)(CONTINUED)(CONTINUED)(CONTINUED)

• Theme 3: Role Of R&D In Gas Distribution
• Coordinator:  Juan Puertas   Spain
• Vice Coordinator: Alessandro Soresina  Italy

• As liberalization expands, R&D funding contracts
• Need to balance short term and long term R&D
• R&D funding needed in the rate making process
• Despite liberalization and competition, collaborative 

R&D is the best approach




